GUNDOG CHAMPIONS

Natural ability

MARCUS JANSSENTALKSTO BEN RANDALL, WINNING
HANDLER AT THE 79TH COCEKER. SPANIEL CHAMPIONSHIPS

ONDITIONS WERE TOUGH
C'Frurn the off for the T9th

Kennd Clobs Cocker  Spanid
Champaonshops, held at Crocenshary Estate
in Scotland. In such adwre weather, and
with saff compentom, the path to wictory for
the cvenmal wimmer was imvarzhly 2 s
|:|'|:]||::ng.' and real best nt-:]'.-ﬂ'n'_-.' and hml:ﬂmg.
It waz cnly on the second day that Ben Plandall
allowed hamself to bebove that bns bisch, FTCh
Heolybwich Faity was m wath a real shout
“Her second mun of the day was absohately
text bk, and | emember thimking to moyscl,
we're achully in with a chance now!” Indeed
FTCh Heolybwich Fatty did go all the way
to take the honours with a performance that
made Ben immensely prowd.

Ben owns, toms and handles the hatch
himself, brng unbheten m her he thoee
trials a0 the man up tor the chunpimuh:qx. He
expluns; “Sigmbicantly, shout 3 month. befon:
the national champonshaps, she won her fmst
Cpen on the Wednesday, and then on the
Fndey of that very week, she won agun and
was made up m FTCH

Ben and hs wike Micky own and mum
Ledbury Lodge Kennck
in Hercfordshire, wath
Ben having leamt hs
tade from he father
and uncle. He has had
several champiomns
before — both springers
amd cockers but =
Ben explams  FTCh
Heolybwich Fatey
stands out:“Within cne
month of recaving her
= an aghtweek-ol
pup, | could sce then
was something specal

166 FIELDSPORTS

ahout hex. ['ve had many dogs, some great ones,
buat none of them have come close to hn'ing
her level of natural abiliny”,

With FTCh Mallowdads Zander as her sire,
Hexlybwich Fazry’s breeding and namral abdhey
are mvaniably the key o hersucces, bot traming
and handlmg anc pst a5 impor@nt. 5o, what
is Ben's secmet to g.l:trm the most out of hs
dogs! His meply comes wathout heaibon: “Is
a marathom, not & sprint” he explans, “dont
push your dog too quckly, gve them tme o
develop and mmprowve ratomlly without puthing
b mruch pressure on them. I6s importmt not
b rush rhinp."

With such expenience and having worked
with 1 number of breeds, 1t s dear that cockers
hold a specal place i Ben’s hart “They'we
got hears of hons,” e sz wath unashamed
adoranon,“and they Tl retnieve the baggest birds
in the wort conditons when even igger
dogs might struggle. They've just got sach
great charcters .

Ben would hke o thank hes wafec Mhdey and
father Koth for all ther help and support.
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