he Kennel Club's 79th Spaniel Champion ship for
cocker spaniels, in association with Eukanuba, was
held on Thursday 20 and Friday 21 January 2011,
it the QueenstTT', estate, in Scotland, by gracious
permission of the Duke of Buccleuch. The headkeepm and
aewardofthe beat, Rab Clark, with the help of staff from
the Bucdeuch Estateshad prepared the groundand game
supply brillianty. Under his control, the held rial line ran
smoothly [th:-up;hn:nutI:-:nth days, alln:nwmg every one of the
enthusiastic cockers the opportunity o show their hunting,
p;arne-l’ndlngindm:n@ulngsklllsunl:le-r the close scrutiny
of four experienced judges, Jon Bailey, David Chudley, Stan
Pearson and Eddie Soor.

A record entry of 36 cockers were taking part, 35 having
qualihed by winning an Open stake for cocker gpaniels since
last years Championship, phus the defending champion, FTCh
Mpefaman Mini. Withonly one withdrawal, 35 began the sake,
Females were definitely in the majoricy, with 28 bitches against
only eight dogs, and 2 of the runners were black.

There was no dominant sire this year, but FT'Ch Maliowdaie
Gun, FTCh Maesydderwen Sciviar and FTCh Mallowdale
Zander all had four progeny competing. However, Zander,

Tam full of envy. No way in a

million _’_-,pmrs could I imagine myself

participating in your sport, which
requires such skill, such nerve,
and such a wonderful rapport
between animal and human being
The Duke of Buccleuch

besdes running himself, also had the distinction of siting the
winner, while Gun sived the runner-up.

Good Guns are all important at rials and the Bucdeuch
team was noexception. Graham Osbourne, Derek Goodwin,
Andy Donnachie, Charles Bobinson, Rab Clark and Eoy
Green all shot fantastically well. Sub-zero temperaures did
it help scening, and -:-:-mpllnzru:-ns exacerbated by the lack
of scent, confronted the dogs right from the stare.

A vanishing bird
Beginning the dog-work in this Championship was Mark
Whitehouse, handling his hard-going liver dog FTCh Cheweky
Scholes under judges Jon Bailey and David Chudleyon the
right, while on the left, running under Eddie Scott and Stan
Pearson, was David Sowerby with his home-bred black bitch
Kirketall Ametht. The brambles, laurels and brashings were
full ofbirds and soom gave the Guns anearly
opportunicy when a hen bird was dropped in
. the middle ofthe ling, right into the thickest
7 of the cover. Amettyst was sent, bu
= while being handled, another shoo

= FTChHeolybwich Fatiy kapt
her nepes, Sﬂﬂ'lﬂg ferce
oonoetration, excellant
ground treatmentand drive

FIELD TRIALS

A& The judges: (I-r) David Chudiey, Jon Bailey Stan Pearson who
replaced an indispesed Mark Clitfard at the last minute) and Eddie Scott

was heard from the other side and then the sound of whistling
indicated that Scholes had also been sent for another bird.
Amet hyst was stopped by the judges and after Scholeshad
tried for astrong runner withour success, Amethyst also
searched, but to no avail, as, wrhe relief of both handlers, did
the judges. The wial comtinued after Amethyst had picked

the original bird. Will Clules had qualifed four dogs this year,
but his first, Lockslane Archibald, was soon eliminated when
Howard Kirby's Wesern Hone completed the evewipe on a
running hen l:ln:upped behind the line.

Gareth Davies's FT'Ch Malowdale Zandersubsequently
failed to lock on w another runner and Richard Claydon’s
FI'Ch Kingeatf Eclipse uncharacterigically took along time
to lecate adead rabbit shotwell oue on &airly open ground,
ancther indication that the scent was poor. Last year's winner,
Will Clulee’s FTCh Mol fama
Mini, had a dlean fira run,
bt Greg Beston's FTCh
Maesydderwen Sizzle
undor umately
passed a pheasant, w

y




FIELD TRIALS

¥ The gamekeaping tzam and the
Guns: back row (1-r) Andy Donnachiz,
Wick Smith, Graham Osbourng

Roy Green, Derek Goodwin,

James Rhodes and David Lisett;
front row (1) James Green, Charles
Robinson, headkaeper Rab Clark,
Keith Cottie and Adam Clark

A then FTCh Eandalyn Slack
Knipht moved too far ona Aush,
Diead hirdswere being collected
more easily — Joe Shoton's
FTCh Clyknell fris and FT'Ch
Chyhnell Hidis, both handled by
Tan Openshaw, dealt with their
rerrieves well, bur thena ronner
shot for FT'Ch Gietore Style
escaped capture, Stylemade
a great firstarempt, bucthen
seemed o lose commitment.
However, it was more likely that
the lack of scent gave the diog
nothing atall o work once a few seconds had elapsed. Ben
Randall's FTCh Heolybudlch Fasty alsotried on this bird, but by
then it had long since departed. Farry then showed her class
when she was not distracted by several birds flushing as she
was sentout for arerieve,

Diai Ormond's FTCh Reawsor Serena hunted wich drive,
as did Nigel Partiss's FTCh 8rook Furlong of Tiftop fack.
Martin Smee's FTCh Cheweky Boaril also hicthe cover with
determination and completed a double retrieve of two
pheasants shot wellout in front with minimal handling.
FTCh Mallswdale Kim recrieved alively bird with ease 1o
handler Wendy Openshaw, and husband Ian skilfully
handled John Heeley's FT'Ch Chyknell Lilly down the slope,

Andy'W hiteho
Scorted Do ok
ahen pheasant
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over a ride and into the gully behind for a bivd shot our of sight
of the dog. A second good, long, marked rerrieve offits own
Aush completed cheir run. Graham Wesc's Watlands Spice of
Leeglen got confused when remrning with a bird and pu ic
down among the people slightly behind che line. Robin Laud's
FTCh Fenlord Rosey hesitated before picking-up a dead hen
shot well forward, and alarge brown hare proved woo much o
retrieve all the way back to hand through the briars for Will
Clulee's lietle bivch Midnisht Honeysuckle,

Asthe day progresed, so the standard looked fairly
even and with the thick cover it was difhoul for anyone,
apart from the judges, tohave any clear opinion on which
dogs had excelled. The popular buzz around the spectators

The standard looked even and it
was difficult for anyone, apart
from the judges, to have any clear
opinion of which dogs had excelled

as the day drew o a dose was that Joe Shatton's FTCh Chyhnall
Iris must defnitely bein contention after completing boch her
runs. However, many other dogs were still surviving, After
thorough deliberation, the judges dropped any with lesser
marks, leaving 20 o resume the Championship on day two.

A close-run finish

Once again, the weather was a crisp-8°C atthe start,
promising alack of scent. Ian Openshaw handled Nigel
Partiss's Winkocklin Single Star of Tiptap fack, the laz dog o
complete the st round. The dog had along run with good
patterns and eventually produced a bivd out of some rushes,
bue tock alitcle handling o complete the short retrieve, Mini
completed a good retrieve off the open fiekd, buta srong
runner eluded her. Faoy consolidated her previous day's
work with excellent ground treatment and drive. She could
easily have moved when anocher dog was sent past her for a
retrieve, but gayed rock steady. Selrack Daisy had a run full



2011 [nckerSpanmI[hampmnshlp results

Et FTChHeolybwich

Faty (bitch)

Ownen handler: Ben Randal
Awrarded: £100) the Lady
Auckland Mermonial Trophy
the Brook Challenge Cup,
thie C& . Philips Perpetud
Challerge Cup, the Prewett

Thewirner, Ben Randdl, with
Cup and the siver fremefrom ; !
e his bitch FTCh Heatybaich Fafhy

thie Kienrel Club.

led FTCh Chykned 3"1 Slrach Daisy (bitch)

{5 (bitch) (Orernier: Chiarles Feamn

Owrner: Joe Shation Handlar: Sirmon Tyers

Handler: lbn Cperehaw | Awarded: £30 and

Awarded: £50, the the Chyknell Trophy

Jack Wirdle Mernonal 4th

Trophy and the FTCh Contrewak
Kirkstall Sabver for Daydveamn (bitch)

the Gurs’ Choice COrerner/handler: Richard Presst
Diplomasof Merit | Awardsand prizes
» FIChChewely Sholes idog) | The Peter Hall Trophy s
Owener/handler: awanded by the Cocker
Mark Whitehouse Spanigl Club to the cocker

» FTChRewston Serana (bitch) spaniel with the most
Owner'handler: Dai Ormord | points gained in Cpen
» FTChBrook Furfong of Tiviog stakes duning the curment

Jock: (itch saason. |t was presenied
Orwrmer: Migel Partiss to Richard Claydon's FTCh
Handler: lan Opershaw Kingeuatt Eclise.
Sponsors and organisers

There are rmany peoplke who made this Championship possible,
and tharks must be axtended to the Duke of Bucclewch for

his generosity. Thanks mustaksn go, of course, to the sporsog
Eukanuba, for without its substantial nput, itwould be impossible
fior the Kennel Club o rainitain the standard of the asent

of excitement, with several Aushes and three rerrieves, while
Brook Furlong finished with a long marked vecrieve of a cock
pheasant. Fl'Chﬂbwk_'p Twiggy hunted with enthusiasm,
picked a good running cock that was shot out of sight of the
diog, had a short rewrieve of a woodcock, but then got too
exciter] while waiting for the dog w rettieve on the other side.
Asimilar fate awaited Andy Whitehouse's Searla Dusk when,
as shewentto retrieve a bird shocfairly close, she let her
eagernes beknown. The last dog to complete the body of the
sake was Spiky Will's FT'Ch Maesydderwen Sarong, betore the
judges, after a shart, two-dog run-of f, announced that the
dog-work for the 2011 Cocker Champion ship was completed,

Back at Drumlanrig Castle, the Duke of Buccleuch paid
tribute o the hard work of Rab Clark and his team. The
winners were then announced in reverse order by the
Champion ship secretary Mike Smith. Tremendous applause
rang out as Ben Randall stepped forward to accept the trophy
from the Duke of Bucdeuch, and a delighted Gareth Davies
received the Rivington Challenge Cup as the breeder of the
winning cocker, FTCh Heolybawlch Fatty. B
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exclusively formulated to include

joint aid~dogs

NEW Field & Trial Turkey & Rice
has been specially formulated to
be sensitive on a dog's digestion.

It is the only dog food to contain
Joint aid ror dogs which can help
maintain healthy joints and also
flexibility of movement throughout
the life of your dog.

o SUITRELE FOR AL ADULT WORKING DOGS
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Supporting yout sport
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an (1379 384247 or emad: infod@skinner speifonds.couk
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